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fortunes with territorial monarchy, just as in England it depended upon
the national monarchy. In Switzerland it was different, because Zurich
and the other Zwinglian cantons were more or less democratic republics.
But Carlstadt's character contributed towards the failure of his cause; his
mental acnteness was marred by moral weakness, and Herr Barge fails to
remove the suspicion of self-seeking which (dings around his life. This
first volume takes us down to 1521; Carlstadt's later career as agitator
during the Peasants' War may afford evidence of a spirit of self-sacrifice,
and certainly it afforded little scope for self-aggrandisement. Herr Barge
writes professedly as an historian, not a theologian, yet his book is neces-
sarily concerned mainly with Carlstadt's subjective spiritual and
theological development. Hi a adherence to these limits is perhaps too
rigid, and it requires a considerable acqnaintance with the history of the
Beformation to appreciate fully Herr Barge's labours. He has been able
to use a hitherto unknown work of Carlstadt's, discovered in 1903 in the
earl of Crawford's library; but he has failed to invest Carlstadt's Danish
expedition with much importance, probably because little attaches to it.

A. F. POLLABD.

Catherine de' Medici and the French Beformation. By EDITH SIOHBL.
(London: Constable. 1905.)

THE title of this book is at once too big and too little for its contents.
It is not a history of Catherine de1 Medici even in relation to the
Beformation, for it closes with the peace of Amboise, and it was only
that peace which gave the queen mother a commanding position in
French politics. On the other hand the reader will enjoy a gallery of
portraits of the great ladies of the time, for Diana of Poitiers, Eleanor
of Eoye, Joan of Navarre are figures as prominent as Catherine herself.
Their portraiture is, indeed, more satisfactory, because the field is more
limited. Catherine is in the foreground or background of most of the
picture chapters, and the spectator has to piece together his impressions.
Her characterisation is, moreover, somewhat spoiled by the preconception
that she must necessarily be mysterious and enigmatical. After excellent
descriptions of what she really was, in all her commonplace, with her
inevitable jealousy, her perfectly proper desire to rule, her irresolution,
her fluctuations of timidity and audacity, her big appetite and bulging
eyes, her hearty laugh and exaggerated athleticism, the authoress reverts
to ' the mystery, the inhuman mystery of her face,' to ' the baffling eyes,'
to the figure 'enigmatic and silent in the large halls of the Louvre.'
Now it was truly difficult to know what Catherine was doing or thinking
at any given moment, and still more to predict what she would be doing
in the next. Even the prince of Parma, cleverest of men, was puzzled on
this point, but he doubtless realised that she did not know herself, for she
was perhaps the most hand-to-mouth politician that ever made a reputation.
But for the squall of jealousy and fear which caused the ruin of St. Bar-
tholomew's Eve Catherine might have passed almost unnoticed by the
general reader, while students might remember her as one who laboured
for peace, but when she spoke to them thereof they made them ready to
battle. Miss Sichel is properly sceptical as to Catherine's poison chest,
and acquits her of the amatory scandals of dirty Huguenot pamphleteers.
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The day may yet come when even the ' Flying Squadron' will be the
consort of the ' Flying Dutchman' on the ocean of Myth. At all events
Catherine's own apologies for her retention of her disreputable ladies-in-
waiting deserve consideration.

Of the other portraits the most elaborate is that of Diana of Poitiers,
where Miss Sichel has an admirable master in M. Ouiffry, while the most
pleasing are those of Eleanor of Eoye and Joan of Navarre. The reasons
for the ascendency of his elderly mistress over Henry II are discussed
with commendable moderation. It may be suggested in addition that
stupid men are often permanently impressed by ' the grand manner,' and
this was certainly one of Diana's gifts, whereas the young wife,
Catherine, conspicuously lacked it. This too was a natural reaction
from the touch of easy vulgarity which characterised Francis I and his
entourage. Eleanor of Eoye is treated as a type of the 'race of saintly
women who seem indigenous to France—of women who unite evangelical
fervour with Roman catholic unction.' Joan of Navarre, on the other
hand, is assigned to the practical, masterful, political type. She was
singularly modern. Mi pa Sichel even t.hinba that this leader of the left
wing of Huguenotism had not the religious temperament, that she was
a sceptic by nature and a born free-lance. To scepticism as a national
characteristic is ascribed in-an interesting-chapter the failure of the
Reformation. Sceptics, thinks the authoress, may remain content with a
formal religion, but not absorb a new spiritual ideal, except in a
momentary fashion. As minor causes she adds the personal disputes,
the breaking into groups, which destroyed the Reformation, as it did the
Revolution, and the want of fusion between the classes, especially between
the bourgeoisie and the poor. To these she might add the natural con-
servatism of the large agricultural class, in spite of its occasional out-
breaks, for this kept the old church on its feet until it allied itself with
the radicalism of the towns. Moreover provincial distinctions must always
be taken into account in France, and the Reformation can scarcely be
said to have failed in the districts where it had the strongest hold.

Miss Sichel certainly succeeds in her aim of ' lending vitality' to the
personages of the past, and this not only in her portraits of individuals
but in the Watteau-like pictures of the courts of Henry II and Francis II.
There are,, however, blemishes in the general historical treatment, partly
due to careless handling at the edges of the subject, and partly to a too
exclusive reliance upon memoirs. The memoirs of this period are
almost necessarily partisan, and some of them, e.g. those of Tavannes, are
not strictly contemporary with the events here described. These at times
naturally attribute to the Huguenots principles which had developed
during thirty years of war, but had no existence in the earlier stage. A
wider knowledge of modern works, based on surer documentary founda-
tions than the memoirs, might have caused the authoress to modify some
rash conclusions. SJbe states, for instance, positively that Conde and
Navarre were at the head of the conspiracy of Amboise, whereas such
little evidence as there is eontradiots this view. Experts now refuse to
believe that Conde intended to make himself king of France, and certainly
he could have had no such intention at so early a period as that here
given. There is not a shred of evidence that Coligny. dreamed of being
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president of a French republic or that the earlier Huguenots had any
republican ambitions. The story that the Huguenot ctntt were often the
occasion for licentious orgies is a gross catholic siandar, repeated
almost verbatim from the libels on heretical sects in France and Italy
generations or centuries before. The alleged pact of Catherine de' Medici
with Alva at the interview of Bayonne is given as a notorious fact, where-
as the proofs that no such pact was made are tolerably conclusive. As
examples of mistakes proper which should be corrected in the next
edition may be cited the statement that in the famous siege of Metz the
French were the besiegers, and that Henry IPs war against Julius III
was contemporary with this; the description of the Netherlands as
protestant at the date of Philip's marriage with Mary; the confusion of
Ippolito d' Este with Ippolito de' Medici; the repeated mention of the
prince of Poitien (for Portion or Poroian); the phrase ' imperial crown of
Austria' in connexion with Ferdinand L These are flaws worth removing
from a book which will give great pleasure to a wide circle of readers.
The volume doses with chapters on Bonsard and the Pleiade, Bonsard
and the Elizabethans, Catherine's relation to art, and Bernard Palissy.
The illustrations are all portraits and are excellently chosen.

E. ABMSTBONG.

The Extinction of the Ancient Hierarchy. An Account of the Death in
Prison of the Eleven Bishops Honoured at Borne amongst the Martyrs
of the Elizabethan Persecution. By the Bev. G. E. PHILLIPS,
Professor at St. Cuthbert's College, Uahaw. (London: Sands.
1905.)

THIS volume not' only contradicts but to all appearance confutes the
statement so often made that the deprived Boman catholic bishops were
well treated and had a fair amount of liberty allowed them. A well-
known fresco which once adorned the walls of the English College at
Borne was painted by a contemporary to commemorate the sufferings
of the Boman catholic martyrs under Elizabeth. It was unfortunately
destroyed in 1798, when the French occupied Borne, but happily it had
been engraved shortly after it was painted, with the approbation of
Pope Gregory XTTT, Its testimony has already been made use of in the
beatification of some of the Elizabethan martyrs; but while certain
victims, whose names are given underneath, are seen hanged, and cut to
pieces, and a nobleman (easily identified as the earl of Northumberland)
is about to suffer decapitation, a prison wall with grated window hides
from view eleven bishops unnamed who, as shown by another inscription
underneath, ' died worn out by long imprisonment.' The words of the
Latin original, indeed, imply something more than this, viz. that the
victims rotted away in their confinement; but I quote from the transla-
tion given by Professor Phillips, who seems anxious here not to aggra-
vate the indictment against Elizabeth's government. Who were those
eleven bishops, and was it true that they all died thus ? The question is
answered by comparing together a number of contemporary lists and
statements. It happened, strangely enough, that no less -than ten out of
the twenty-seven episcopal sees had become vacant by death on or just
after the accession of Elizabeth. Of the remaining seventeen bishops


